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Wicker Park Bucktown SSA #33 includes 
$50,000 safety program allocation in proposed 2017 budget 

 

Safety program could include security cameras, community ambassador 
program, and partnerships with area nightlife establishments or private patrols 

 
CHICAGO (August 3, 2016) — The Commission of Wicker Park Bucktown (WPB) Special Service 
Area (SSA) #33 has approved a new $50,000 safety program allocation in its proposed 2017 
budget.  
 
Details of the new safety program(s) will be determined by WPB SSA #33 in collaboration with 
neighborhood stakeholders and the three Aldermen whose Wards contain the SSA. Security 
camera rebates, a community ambassador program, partnerships with area nightlife 
establishments, and private security patrols are among the ideas being considered.  
 
“Safety has always been a priority for us,” said WPB SSA #33 Commission Chair Brent Norsman. 
“Maintaining a vibrant and inviting neighborhood is our focus, from placemaking and activation to 
trash and graffiti removal. Well-managed and active public spaces are safer spaces. We look 
forward to investigating additional ways we can contribute to the Wicker Park Bucktown 
neighborhood, and creating safety programs that are meaningful, effective, and a responsible use 
of taxpayers’ money.” 
 
The program is supported by 1st Ward Alderman Joe Moreno, 2nd Ward Alderman Brian Hopkins 
and 32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack. Volunteer commissioners, who are appointed by the 
Mayor and approved by the Aldermen, oversee WPB SSA programs and budgets. The 
commissioners are all taxpayers in SSA #33. 
 
“I applaud the Wicker Park Bucktown Chamber and the SSA #33 Commissioners for their 
leadership in addressing community concerns and willingness to consider alternative solutions,” 
said Alderman Hopkins who believes the increase in funding for safety and security will help combat 
crime in the area. 
 
“Our whole community appreciates the years of volunteer work the SSA #33 Commissioners have 
dedicated to helping to make Wicker Park Bucktown a great place to do business with our residents 
and guests,” said Alderman Waguespack. “Through joint efforts with the Clean, Green and Safe 
Committee, especially Mr. Wayne Janik, the WPB has become a cleaner and safer community and 
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I am happy he will continue to lead this committee. I will continue to work closely with the 14th 
District police in bolstering their resources and continue to fight for the appropriate manpower and 
resources our local government should provide for the entire WPB community. " 
 
WPB SSA #33 is guided by its award-winning 2009 Wicker Park Bucktown Master Plan, which 
received the American Planning Association’s National Planning Excellence Award for Public 
Outreach in recognition of extensive and ongoing community involvement. 
 
The SSA is currently creating a new WPB Master Plan, to be completed by the end of 2016. The 
community-based planning process includes a series of public forums and a website, 
WPBForward.org, to encourage participation by area residents and other stakeholders. 
 
The next public meeting for the WPB Master Plan will be held on Tuesday, Aug. 9 from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. at the Wicker Park Field House (1425 N. Damen Avenue). A series of potential future projects 
will be presented and discussed, with community members providing input on which projects are of 
greatest value to the Wicker Park Bucktown neighborhood. 
 
The Wicker Park Bucktown Chamber of Commerce, a cornerstone of the Wicker Park and 
Bucktown commercial districts, administers the Wicker Park Bucktown Special Service Area (SSA) 
#33, guided by a commission of SSA stakeholders who serve on active committees. For more 
information, please visit www.wickerparkbucktown.com. 
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